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Gotter was extremely disturbed by this message.
He hated having his own judgments upset, and he had
thought her such a gentle, motherly girl, a submissive
wife. Besides, he was not sure of himself because he
believed that his sovereign, Frederick of Prussia, was
making a mistake. " I congratulate myself/' Gotter
wrote rather lamely to Count Podewils, " on not having
pushed matters too far. The King is an intelligent
Prince and will, I hope, find an honourable way out of
this business."

Frederick, however, had no intention of taking his
ministers' advice and finding an "honourable way
out." " I will give you a problem to solve," he wrote
tersely to Podewils. " When a man is in a good position,
should he take advantage of it or not ? My troops
and I are quite ready for anything; if I do not make
use of this good fortune, I fail to use an instrument which
is actually in my hand; but if I do use it, people will say
I that I have taken a shabby advantage of my superiority
over my neighbour. ... I have decided that we should
take possession of Silesia before the winter, and to
negotiate during that season ... if we acted otherwise,
it would be a disadvantage to us."

War was never officially declared. Before Gotter
returned to Berlin, the Prussian army was moving for-
ward as rapidly as possible, and on the first of January
1741, Frederick wrote to Podewils in an exalted mood :
" I have crossed the Rubicon, my dear Podewils. The
drums are beating and the colours flying; my troops
are willing, the officers are ambitious, the generals are
eager to move; all will be as we wish : a certain instinct
for which I cannot account assures me of every kind of
good fortune. I shall not reappear in Berlin without
having made myself worthy of my origin, aad of the